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dence of the Gentile worL 
transmitting a pastoral episi 
at Rome ; and reminds them 
avoided preaching the Gosp 
previously been named, 1 
upon another man's fbnndal 
Church of Rome could not 
by St. Peter ; nor have the 
rights through him. ^ 

Philo^ What then wasS 

Batho. Hy the stipulated 
labours, pursuiint to Divii 
Peter's province was princi 
version of his own countr 
stated, in " The Acte of th 
been, repeatedly resident a1 
held a visitation and confirn 
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subject of one or other of bis ejHstles. Does be 
then allude in any way to Rome ? 

Baiho. So far from it, that bis omission of 
Home, that grand metropolitan city, presents 
conclusive argument against his having founded 
a church there. Observe, his dedication is to no 
one at Rome, but to the strangers scattered 
throughout Pont us, Gralatia, &c Sec &c. Both 
epistles are to the same persons, vide 3 ch., 2nd 
ep. Rome, specially addressed by St. Paul in 
a pastoral charge, is quite unnoticed by St. Peter. 
Yet Galatia, equally addressed by St. Paul, is 
included in SL Peter's charge : Jewish converts 
being numerous in Galatia, and the gospel of 
the circumcision having been committed to St. 
Peter. How could be have omitted Rome id 
both his epistles if fixinder of its church f 

. Philo. Was not the last epistle writfeo ymt 
before his death ? 

■ ■ # 

JSaiio. Beyond all doubt. Hk woitb afe, 
/f Shortly I must put off this my taberaade.'^ 
.This circnmslance, combiaed with that of the 
former epistle being to the same priufi^ prarres 
ibat St. Peter devoted almost the wbole of his 
time to tbe very extea&ive proviace aas i g a B d him. 
Whea he itinerated elsewhere, k was merciy iat 
so short a period, as aot to coastiuiif iam a fixed 
or settled pastor ;Bor did it detach hsm finam that 
wide and impcwtant §pkre ia wloci ht wk so 
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impudence of the Ptfpe, ll 
Peter Ibunded the Church o 
am I to make of another asee 
is the Prince of the Apostles 

Balko. The assertion is 
with scripture ; for, had St. 
St. Paui dared not to have n 
face, " fvhen he walked not I 
to be blamed." (Gal. 2nd cb. 
blessed Lord, moreover, in the 
disciples from being called " 
calling any man " Father," uf 
no exception in favour of St 
pretence of supremacy is oj 
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have advanced the assertion 
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Beiho. HoOuttg is too absurd fer Ae Pope. 
lAfaHJUIitj is jm aiNNniflaMe lietioii oflhe btfer 
part oTthfe sereiith century. 

JPkOo. Oott not the Pope assert that the 
power of ike ^ Kef s** was exclorively conferred 
on St. Peter f 

Baiho. He certainly does. This is another 
gratuitous aasumption, insupportable, and op- 
posed to the evidence of 9ctvglknTe. The power 
of the^Keyfi"lMmngbeen a grant conunon to a0 
the apestJcn, its grant to St. Peter c onfc i ied no 
•investitnie wriili iMstinguiihing a u thority to Oat 
conferred ntt the nsst. That it was a grant coat* 
mon to idl Ae npostlea^ appears in Ae VBtk 
chapter oTflL Matthew, and l£tth Tene, ^' 
^< soever ge sIhH bind on earth shaO be 
^^ henvMi^ wai whatsoerer j^ shall looae wm 
'' earlli sinll be loessd in 



jPiUfe. In 8C Fe«er always tiie fine 
the aoMdaa ? 



BoCftn. WO. HeiseventhelsalinlheKdb 
of St. Mark, 7th vene^ "^TeB h» dwipfei jsy» 
^Pibtck;^ a'intheandchaplM'CU.adfib 
St. JnaMsty dbe Frdale of JerasdbB, 
- Aewwisare ^ /aasca Ceftan 



name in the apostolic 
naanite. On the ele 
U} apostolic rank, the 
the discnminative cogn 

Philo. Has not the 
tbe doctrine of Ponttfi< 

Batho. O yes. Ojil 

and he will steal an el 

in commission^ occasio 

demonstrates no pre-en 

Had St. Peter been of 

not, without an exprc 

prec^ence to the local 

presiding at the counc 

Acts, ISthch. 19th vers 

James is also manifested 

verse, which shews that 1 

to* St. James; when he 

dissimulntinn ftin«e»iru..x 



11 

not by remotest intimation of supreme power, 
but by delegation of authority from the apostolic 
college, recorded in the 8th chapter of the Acts, 
14tb verse, ^'When thci apostles at Jerusalem 
^ heard that Samaria had received the word of 
^ God, THET sent unto them Peter and John.'' 
So that, instead of being Prince, he was actually 
sabordinate to other apostles besides St. James. 

JPhilo. By a careful perusal of the Volume of 
Inspiration, we soon detect those abominable 
frauds. Have they not also been reprobated by 
the Church of Rome itself, when in its purity ? 

Baiho^ Yesk And by a Pope held in the high- 
est estimation by the Romanists themselves, 
namely^ Gregory the Great. His words are, 
^ E^o autem fidenter dice quod quisquis se «m- 
Tersalem Sacerdotem vocat, vel vocari desiderat, 
in elatione sud, Antichristum prascurrit, quia 
superbiendo se caeteris praeponit.'' Gregorii, 
Opera, Par. 1553, Lib. 6, Epist. 30, p. 410. 

Mark, how tsb Papal Thronb disclaiks 

AND RBPROBATES' THE PLEA OF UllIVERSAIi 

SuPRRMAcr ! ^^ Now 1 confidently say that 
<< wbosoever calls himself UNIVERSAL BI- 
^ SHOP, or desires to be so called, is in bis ad- 
^ vancement of himself the forerunner of Antt« 
^ Christ, because he arrogantly puts himself 
<< above the rest/' 



Balko. Uiiiloubtedly. 
St. Peter the apostle of 
have shrunk from the a 
competent to address t 
people in their vernacul 
a linguist through the p 
Spirit; yet, through si 
lettered fiaherman was 
classical or philosophii 
Ghost would teach an 
remembrance, whataoei 
sonally commanded hin 
emergent conjunctures 
guide his preaching, aj 
attest his evangelical co 
education may be detec 
rally aided. His was 
own countrymen. Vid> 
" They perceived that 1 
*' learned and ignoi'ant 
it possible, with e»ery 
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St. Peter was perfectly qualified, tliroiigli inli- 
> mate acquaintaiicc with the writings of Moeeg, 
Jewish Chronicles, inspired hymns, and Hebrew 
prophecies, to take common ground in arguing 
with his own countrvmen, and detecting iheir 
muUifDrious perversion of such sacred autliori* 
ties. In consequence, he had an appropriate 
mission alloted to him. Vide Gal. 2d chap., 8(h 
Y. " God wrought eflectually in Peter to the 
" apostleship of the circumcision." Conscious 
of inability for ulterior sphere of apostolic exer- 
tion, he concurred in limitation of his missionary 
labours, to persons of his own original religious 
persuasion. Other apostles went to the heathen, 
but JameE, Cephas, and John, only, to the cir- 
cumcision. Vide Gal., 2d chap., 9th verse. 

'kilo. You have said that other apostles went 
le heathen. Had any of them those literary 
other qualifications of which St. Peter was 
itute? 
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*Balho. Yes. St. Paul, the great apostle of 
the gentiles was remarkably distinguished in M 

these respects. So commanding was his elo- I 

qtience that the gentile governor, Felix, trembled 1 

before him. And on another occasion, the peo- 
pie mistook him for that imaginary pagan divi- 
nity. Mercury, the god of eloquence. Even the 
polished Athenians, the disciples of Epicnrns and 
Zeno, he could impress by citation of the Greek 
IT md, Aratitft " That in God we live, and move, 
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ly the authority of the church of Rome itself, and 
by noting the designations and qualifications of 
the several apostles, the Pope is proved to be the 
prince of impostors : his claim of supremacy, in- 
fallibility, and exclusive power of the keys, alike 
entirely repugnant to the word of God, and to 
the primitive purity of Christianity at Rome. 

Phih. I have to offer my best thanks for your 
most valuable instruction. And I pray God long 
to preserve you, Bathoniensis, as the champion 
and ornament of the Protestant faith. 

Batho. Let me give one caution in parting, 
that whilst we adduce St. Peter's frailties and 
sins in order to confute the plea of infallibility, 
we take care to be humbled in the dust on account 
of our own infirmities and transgressions: thus 
shall we follow him in hearty and true repen- 
tance, and like him enjoy the pardoning mercy 
of God through the mediation of our divine Re- 
deemer, and by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. 



Keene», Printei i, Bath. 
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